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General. The Bill has received the emphatic approval of
the medical profession in America as represented by six
national medical societies and twenty-two State medical
-societies. In addition to this, many scientific, legal, and
religious associations have given their official sanction to
the measure, among them the " International Congress of
Criminology." The Bill has been unanimously reported
by the House Judiciary Committee and the Committee on
Judiciary of the Senate. It is estimated that crime alone
-costs the United States several hundred million dollars a
year. In the Bill 8,ooo dollars (£1,6oo) is to be appropriated
for the study of the cause of crime. Yet we gather that
,this Bill is opposed on grounds of economy.

PROPOSED ABOLITION OF CORONERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

'WE learn from American Medicine that a Bill has been
introduced into the New York Legislature abolishing the
office of coroner. It is proposed to substitute for the
-coroners medical examiners, of which Manhattan will have
,6, Brooklyn 4, Queens 2, the Bronx 2, and Richmond i.
'These officers would be appointed by the Board of Health
for a term of five years at a salary of .£700 a year. It
is provided that all matters now subject to investigation by
the coroners shall be first submitted to the Board of Health.
The police powers now vested in the coroners would be
transferred to the district attorney, who would act in con-
junction with the medical examiners in the investigation
of all suspicious cases of death. The- measure, which is
said to be similar in all of its provisions to the present law
of Massachusetts, is favoured by the various New York
mnedical associations.

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY UNION.
AN appeal, signed by Mr. Arthur Balfour, Chancellor of
the University, Sir R. B. Finlay, Rector, and Mr. Andrew
A. Hall, President of the Union, has been issued for funds
to defray the cost of necessary extension of the Edinburgh
University Union buildings. Since the institution of the
Union great change has been brought about in the social
and academic life of the University, and with the develop-
mnent of a corporate and common life among the students
increasing use has been made of the advantages afforded
*y the Union. The membership during the last five years
has grown rapidly, and the buildings completed in I889 are
ciow found inadequate. It is proposed to erect on a piece
-of ground belonging to the University lying between the
,present Union buildings and the music class-room addi-
tional accommodation as follows: a new and much larger
library and writing room, an additional reading room
-capable of being used as a small hall, extension of the
dining room giving double the present accommodation, a
large smoking and conversation room, to be secured by pro-
viding a new billiard room and setting free the pre-
zsent room; a new kitchen and service block, a tea-room,
retiring-room and farniture store, and two fives courts. The
-estimated cost without the site is just over £i6,ooo. The
total estimated cost, including the site, wvill not, it is
-nticipated, exceed £20,000, of which sum £5,ooo has been
.obtained. Subscriptions will be received by Mr. James
Walker, C.A., Treasurer University Union, Edinburgh, from
,whom any graduate who has not yet received the papers
celating to the extension can obtain them.

THE DENTISTS' REGISTER.
THE Dentiat8' Re.qi8terl for 1903 has just been issued by the
-General Medical Council. Ic contains the names of 4,617
recognized practitioners of dentistry, of whom 2,148 hold
-either a licence in dental surgery or a qualification in
medicine and surgery, or both the one and the other.
Very much the larger number, however (I,956), hold a
q?ualification in dental snrgery alone. The number of
aentists whose names appear on the Register in virtue of
their having been in dental practice prior to its institution
in I878, still remains very large, being 2,466, or 360 more
than those who hold registrable qualificationv. The Roval
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College of Surgeons of England still remains responsible
for one-third more of the qualified dentists than all the
other licensing bodies in the United Kingdom together.

THE Earl of Selborne, First Lord of the Admiralty, will
visit the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar, on Taesday next,
March 3 1st, to distribute the prizes gained by the surgeons
under instruction at the examination recently held at the
termination of the fourth-month instructional course.

SIR WILLIAM TURNER, Principal of the University of
Edinburgh, and James Guthrie, Esq., President of the
Royal Scottish Academy, are to be the guests of the Edin-
burgh Cap and Gown Club at dinner on Spturday, March
28tb, when the Lord Justice Clerk (Lord Kingsburgh) will
preside.
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The Public Health Bill.-Sir Francis Powell has put the
second reading of this Bill down for this week, but with little
hope of the Bill coming on. The Council of the City of Not-
tingham has issued a strong circular against the Bill, which
is aeclared to be retrograde in its cuiaracter and likely to
injure the public health work of the City. As a large number
of other municipalities take the same view, the prospects of
the Bill passing are considered to be very slight.

The Naval Medioal Servioe.-On Monday last Mr. Boland
asked the Secretary to the Admiralty, whether it was proposed
to improve the Naval Medical Department with respect to
promotion and pay, so as to place it on a like footing with the
Army Medical Service. Mr. Arnold-Forster answered that on
March 24th, 1902, an order in Council was issued raising the
pay of Naval Medical Officers and placing it practically on an
equality with that of officers of the Royal Army Medical
Corps. Promotion both in the medical branch of the navy
and in the Royal Army Medical Corps was by seniority until
the administrative grades were reached, when promotion by
selection was practised. Special promotions for conspicuous
professional merit or for war service were made in the Naval
Medical Service. Owing to the great differences between the
navy and army it was impossible to conduct the medical ser-
vices on exactly similar lines.

Soldiers Discharged for Dlsease.-Ia the House of Lords
last week, the Earl of Mayo asked (i) how many soldiers had,
since the outbreak of war in South Africa, been discharged
from the army without pensions for diseases not directly
attributable to active service in the field; (2) whether, in
view of the large number of men so discharged, the medical
examination of recruits was carried out with sufficient care,
as the discharge of so many destitute men must have a pre-
judicial effect on voluntary recruiting. The Earl of Hard-
wicke said that during the years 1899, I900, I90I, and 1902 the
total number of men discharged was 6,745. He did not think
that they could look upon this number as being so large as to
have the suggested effect on recruiting. During the last two
years there had been better recruiting than ever before, and it
was only during the last two years that so many men had
been discharged. The number of recruits enlisted during
those years was 126,149, the percentageof men discharged
being only 5 per cent. of the total number. The Commander-
in-Cnief had laid down strict regulations that no recruit was
to be sent before an officer unless there was a reasonable
chance of his passing the medical examination; but, in spite
of that strict order, the number of men- rejected previous to
enlistment was over 32 per cent. From the report of the
Inspector-General of Recruiting it would be seen that during
1902 the number of men who came forward to join the colours
and to be medically inspected was 87,6o9, and the number of
men rejected on account of variQus ailments wAS 28,221.
These figures showed that the medical examination was
carried out with very great care. When the men were dis-
charged, they always received a gratuity ranging from /2 to
,£12, .- . ..
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.Bad Teeth Among Recruits.- Last week Mr. Weir asked the
Secretary of State for War, in view of a statement contained
in the recently issued report of the Inspector-Lieneral of
Reeruiting to the effect that, in the reports from manufactur-
ing.districts, stress was laid upon the number of men rejected
for bad teeth, to state the percentage of men who were rejected
for this cause during the year under review. Mr. Brodrick
replied that the number of men rejected for bad teeth in 1902
was 4,558, and the ratio per i,ooo inspected was 52.03. This
number was nearly double the figures for igoI.

Fines and Costs under the Vaccination Acts.-Mr. Levy
asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department last
week whether he was aware that at Melton Mowbray, on
January igth, the police authorities, in executing three dis-
tress warrants for the recovery of fines and costs imposed
under the Vaccination Acts, amounting respectively to 138.,
355. 6d., and 4os. 6d., charged each defaulter, in addition to
the usual fees, ,4 75. 6d. for the services of an auctioneer and
LI 8s. 4d. for the use of a van which in two of these instances
was not used for any excepting purely police purposes; and
whether he would consider the desirability of issuinig such
instructions to the chief constables throughout the country as
would insure due regard for moderation in the execution of
distress warrants under the Vaccination Acts. Mr. Akers-
Douglas stated, in reply, that he had no information as to the
particular cases mentioned in the question, but he might say
that the costs of enforcing such fines were properly charged to
the defendants, and that the costs were necessarily increased
when special police precautions were required. He did not
think that he could properly issue to the police such instruc-
tions as those suggested.

The Supply of Glyocrinated Calf Lymph In Scotland.-Mr.
Weir asked the Lord Advocate, in view of the insufficient
supply of animal lymph for vaccination purposes in Scotland,
whether he would consider the advisability of establishing in
Scotland an animal vaccine station and laboratory for the pre-
paration of glycerinated calf lymph similar to the establish-
ment under the control of the Local Government Board,
London. Mr. Graham Murray replied that he could not assent
to the view that the supply of animal lymph for vaccination
purposes in Scotland had been found to be insufficient. But
a proposal to establish in Scotland a station for the prepara-
tion of glycerinated calf lymph had been made to the Secre-
tary for Scotland, and would be considered.

Vaccination In Scotland.-On Wednesday Mr. Weir asked
the Lord Advocate from whom the public vaccinators in
Scotland obtained their supply of animal lymph. Mr. Graham
Murray, in reply, said that there were no public vaccinators
in Scotland, as the term is understood in England. Parochial
vaccinators, whose duties were confined to vaccinating defaul-
ters and the children of paupers, received free on application
supplies of glycerinated calf lymph from the Local Govern-
ment Board for Scotland.

Vivisection at the Brown Institute.-Mr. Weir on Wednes-
day asked the Home Secretary whether, in view of the fact
that the Brown Institute was founded in I871 by means of a
bequest of L20,ooo for the establishment of a hospital for
animals, he would ascertain under what authority a school of
vivisection was now conducted at the Institute, and whether
he would state how many attached to this school possess vivi-
section certificates, and the nature of such certificates. The
Home Secretary replied that in I877 the University of London,
which is the governing body of the Brown Institute, applied
to have the place registered under the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act, I876, for the performance of experiments on
living animals. The place was registered accordingly. Six-
teen persons hold licences under that Act authorizing them
to perform. experiments at the Institute. Fifteen of those
also hold certificates under the Act, namely, eleven author-
izing practically painless experiments (such as inoculations)
to be performed without anaesthetics, coupled in five cases
with the extra certificate required for experiments on dogs
and cats; and -fifteen certificates authorizing the animal to
be kept alive after an initial operation under anaesthetics,
coupled in nine cases with the extra certificate for dogs, and
in one case for horses.

The Prevention of Corruption Bill.-This Bill was con-
aidered in Committee in the House of Lords at the end of last
week and passed the stage. In Subsection i, Clause i, Lord

I
[MALRCH 28, 1903.

Alverstone moved to leave out the words " and without the
knowledge of his principal" on the ground that the word
"corruptly" covered all that was necessary. The amendment
was agreed to. Lord James moved an amendment to cover
the case of any person whose duty it was to order or receive
goods on behalf of his principal who should in consequence of
so doing receive any recompense or gift from the person sup-
plying such goods without the knowledge of the principal.
The Lord Chancellor opposed the amendment, and after a
long conversation a division was called but not persisted in,
and the amendment was negatived. Amendments by Lord
Alverstone to increase the maximum penalty from one year
to two years, and providing that imprisonment and fine
might both be inflicted, were agreed to. The Lord Chancellor
added subsections providing that servants of the Crown
should be regarded as agents within the meaning of the Act,
and that in any prosecution no evidence should be admissible-
to show that forbidden gifts or considerations were customary
in any trade or calling. The following subsection was also.
added instead of the amendment of Lord James, namely,.
" For the purposes of this Act, when it is shown that any such
gift or consideration as in this section mentioned has been
taken, given, or offered without the assent of the principal,
the burden of proving that such gift or consideration was not
taken, given, or offered corruptly shall lie on the accased."
This finished Clause i, and the remaining clauses were after-
wards passed.

The Addenbrooke's Hospital Bill.-This Bill has been.
issued this week, with the names of Sir R. C. Jebb, Mr.
Brand, Sir Penrose Fitzgerald, Sir John Gorst, Mr. Raymond
Green, Mr. Griffith Boscawen, and Mr. Rose as its promoters.
It is introduced to confirm a scheme for the management of
the charity made by the Charity Commissioners. The object
of the scheme is to establish a responsible executive elected
by the governors and charged with the administration of the
hospital. The committee to be elected is to be representative
of the governors resident in the borough of Cambridge, the
University, and the surrounding counties. The mode of elec-
tion and the powers and duties of the committee are defined
in the scheme- Up till now the hospital has been administered
under the Act of 1766, which gives the management to the
governors at large, and there is no authority to appoint an
executive committee. As there are at present about 65c0
governors, a scheme was considered necessary for creating a
smaller executive authority.

Waltham Abbey and the Sanitary Inspector.-Colonel Lock-
wood asked the Secretary to the Treasury last week if he
would explain why the sanitary inspector at Waltham Abbey
was not allowed to visit the Government houses and cottages,
as well as the houses of private owners. Mr. Hayes Fisher
replied that under Clause 327 of the Public Health Act of 1875
War Department property was exempted from disturbance or
interference on the part of the local authority. It did not
appear, moreover, that the local sanitary inspector had ever
made any attempt to visit Government houses at Waltham.

Shops (Early Closing) Bill.-The Lords were busy on
Friday in last week discusssing how shops should be managed
and trade carried on by shop assistants. It was an interest-
ing and suggestive study, but there ran through the comedy
of it a tragic note. This was first voiced by Lord Wemyss,
who, after giving notice of opposition at a later stage, raised
the ghost of Lord Ribblesdale's Bill, which had been killed
so unkindly a few days previously to give Lord Avebury his
chance. After a general criticism of the Bill by Lord Cowper
the House went iato Committee on the measure, and then on
the first clause Lord Ribbleadale intervened by moving an
amendment in favour of letting local authorities initiate
legislation as to early closing in preference to two-thirds of
the shopkeepers as proposed by the Bill. A lively debate
followed, and the Government supported the Avebury Bill,
which, it was contended, reflected the opinions of both shop-
keepers and shop assistants, and carried out the views of the
Select Committee. In the end the amendment was rejected
by a majority of 36 and the ghost of Lord Ribblesdale's Bill
laid for a time. Lord Lytton afterwards tried to reject
Clause i, but it was finally agreed to with a slight amend-
ment. Clause 4 was struck out after 2 and 3 had been passed.
A new clause was substituted for Clause 5, Clauses 6 and 7
were passed, a Eubsection substituted for Clause 8, and then
the remaining claumes were agreed to and the Bill reported to
the House.
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